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Eorn in Dalry, Ayrshire Scotland, Tecember 30, 1262, but st the age of sixteen came
to America with my rarents and eleven brothers and sisters. One infant buried in
Scotland, a family of thirteen children.

¥hile in Scotland, at the age of seven yesrs, and jumoing over a fence, I badly
hurt my left knee. I was unable to get around for a long time. This in later years of
my life became very serious. In Scotland, at a very early age, the boys went to work
in the mines and bscause of this got very little education. The fourth reader, was all
I received.

Cne of the happiest moments of my life wes when my father told the femily we were
going to Americe. I was sixteen, and remember it all very well,

¥e made our home in Midway, and there built e home. Our home was built of vhite
soguares of rock, which wes the common building material there at that time, Two rooms
were built and additions added later. :

I was married May 9, 1889 to Flizabeth C. Holfeliz of Midway, Utah. Three
children were born 1o our union before we had our endowments, John Hair Jr., and Lillian
and Leland, twins. Ve received our endovments in the old endowment house in Salt Lake
City, October 10, 1°G4,

ve built a home in Midway and lived there until our fourth child Rachel was born.
I worked in the Psrk City mines and in the V¥hite Fines, not hzving enough ground in
Midway, decided to go vhere we could get enourh ground to susiain and raise our family.
My brother Jim kad gone to Vernal, Utah and had writien and wented us to come out there,
es ve would be zble to get ground remsonably and suggested it a fine rlace to make a home.

In the Fall of 1898 we gathered together our belonegings and started toward the Uintah
Besin. HNot lmowing where we were going but in hopes of finding somevhere suiteble to make
a home. On reaching ithere, I bought 20 acres of ground in ithe Southwest rert of the
Valley. & mass of sege brush and wild rrairie. Not so good to lock at, but hcpeful
to think of. A iwo rcom log house wes built with & heavy cemp quilt at the door and a
blenk=t at the window. Just above the canal, one-half mile west, Indians often camped,
and held their pow-wows. Coyotes came near, and of'ten their lonely hows in the
night awoke these sturdy pioncers. Days fhat followed were truly rioneer days, few
ferm imrlements to work with, and less conveniences for ithe home,

Here in Vernsl, two more children were added to their union, Hanneh Laura end
Elizabeth Fdna, Vards were orgenized and we lived in Glines, vhich was nemed after an
early pion=zer of the valley. Eere our children grew and went to school. Life was
good, with little siclmess in our home. Often for months at a time, we had no money
but traded neighor with neighbor, until all had enough to eat. My brother George, came
out to visit with us and brother Jim, snd while here 1ook iyphoid fever and di=d.

My father lived a good honoreble life, I often think of him as the man "who lived
in a house by the side of the raod and was & fri-nd to men," Never did a person pass
his home, vho wasn't welcome, often & tired freighter found a varm meal of velcome.

I remem*er one stormy night, fath~r going to the canal, where was the usuval camping
ground of the men who freighted in those days, and had them come hom= with him and have
a warm surper and a dry bed to sleep in.

Father wesn't & church going men, and y=t I remeaber him alwvays meking it possiblle
for everyone else to go. He liked to attend Sacrament meeting, but that was about the
only meeting he went to. He was very thoughtful and considerate of other peorle's feelings.
Fe was very honest in his nzture, and in his dealings with his fellow men. His religion
wes in his home, and his everydey life, There are a few incidents in his life I want
to moke note of here.
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T remember when I had pneumonia, end hadn't for some time been able to eat. OCne
morning Father had gone to the Garney and caught & quail. He had dressed it and brought
it 1o me. Zeger to tempt my appetite. I shall never forget how happy he was when he
thought I might be able to eat some of it. Mother stewed it and cooked & few vegeiables
with it. It truly was a treat and as far back as I can remember, never did anything
taste so delicious.

One morning afier Bud (Earold) Bell, a son of Rachel end Elmer L. 2ell, had been
sick with Whooring Cough end pneumonie, and was very serious, at this particular morning.
Mother had gone to be with them, and we, Father, Edna, and I were alone trying to
‘ontent ourselves to get some br ekfasi, and thinking 211 would be vell, then I looke=d
at Tather and saw his big tears in his eyes, and then he said, "Let's lkneel down here,
end Laura you pray fro Bud." well, I don't remember & thing that haprened after that
only Bud got well from that minute on. Fathsr was very tender in his feelings and he
truly taught ze & lesson in preyer that morning.

Wong Sing, & chinamen, who used to work over to Ft. Duchesne for the soldiers, be-
came a very good friend to Father. As Father used to go there often and reddle vegetables,
poultry and enything in fact that was tradeable, I remember Wong Sing coming to our
home often and giving us gifts out of respect he had for my Father, Not long ago, prior
to the death of Vong Sing, I went to his store, and told him who I was, end in mentioning
thet I was a daughter of John Hair, I was able to buy merchandise at reduced prices.

Father made friends wherever he went, :

Father, =nd Mother suprorted three misecions, two in the States and one to Great
Britain. He was a man who would give and give expecting nothing in reiurn. Fe was
nlyays herpy to see his children advence in the community in vhich he lived.

From Vernal them moved to Puchesne, May, 1919 and made & home there. He bought
the old Fred Davis Siore on the corner of Main Street -nd started in business,
For several years they wesre very successful there. Then Fether's leg began to bother
him, he went to St. George, the winler of 1925, for his health, but it was to no avail.
His leg was operated on znd emputeted in the L.D.S. Hospital, Father wes never the
same man, in health, and spirit. He lived a few years afier thet, but had very poor
health. He died May 21, 1954, A few minutes before his death, his mother and sister
Isabelle, who had been gone to the other world for some time came to him, and in ihe
presence of those present, he spoke to them and grested them, and was happy they had
come to talee him to & better land. I shall never forget his noble face and his shining -~
silver hair, and robes of vhitness that surpass earthly goods. Truly it was suggestive
of his noble cheracter end unselfish life.

————— ¥Written by Daughier
Laurie (Laure) Hair Perry
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I, Lillie Hair, being & duughter of ona the pionesrs, John Aair, submit the

following history:

Bern in Dalry Ayeshlre, Scotland, Decomber 30, 1862, and at the oge of sixzteen
onmo to Anerics with my parents and eluven brothers and sisters, Ons infant buried in
Sootland, & family of thirteon children.

KFhile in Scotland {at the nge of 7 years) and jumping & fencs, I badly hurt my left
knes, I was unable to get around for a long time, this in loter yeers of my 1life becems
very sorlous. In Scotland, at a very sarly zge the boys went to work in the miney,and
because of this get very littla education., The fourth reader was 2]l I received.

one of the happiest moments of my life was when Fathor told the family we wore golgg
4o Amaricm, I was si;ﬁ::p and ramember it very wsll,

¥ mads our hoame in Kidway, and there bullt a house, Our hone was built of white

_ squares of rook, which was conmzon bullding matorial thers at that time. Two rooms wers

built and additions added later,

I was married May 20, 1890, to Elizabeth 0, Holfeltz of Mideay, Utah, Three ohild-
run ware born to our union befors we received our aendewnments. John Halr, Jr., and Llllian
and Leland, twvins, Ws received our endowments in the old Endowment Houss, Sal% Lake Oity,

' 0otobar 10th, 1894,

; ¥e built e home in Midway, and lived thers until Our fourth child, Rachel, was born.
I worked in the Park Olty =ines, and in the whits plnes, not having snocugh ground in 'ida

.'wdy,‘daaldnd 0 go where wa could gat encugh ground to raiss and sustain a family.- Hy

brothsr, Jim, had gone te Vernal, Utah, and had written and wanted us to come out there
&8 wa could get ground reasoneWle, und sugpested it a fine place to make a home.

In the fall 1898, we gathered togesther our belongings und started tovard the Ulntah
.Baaln, not knowing where we wsra going, but in hopes of finding somewhere zuitable to
qgkl a home. On reaching there I bought 20 sores of ground in the Southwest part of the
valley, A nass of sage brush end vwild prairie--not so good to look at, but hopeful te
think o6fs A two room log house was bullt with a heauvy camp quilt at the deor and e blan-
ket at the window. Just above the canal , a half mils vest, Indlans oamped, and held
their pow-wows, Coyotes came near, and oftentheir lonely howl in the night awvoke these
sturdy plonsers, Days that followed were truly plonesr ones, Fev farz implaoments to
work with and less convenlencas for the home,:

ﬂ54a~121a&25427F aELJ£€L4L44. bl;LA/LJ
Here in Varnil, two mor® shildrdn wole ndded to thelr union, Han Laura and

Elizebeth Edna, Yards vers organized and we lived in Glines, which wus named after an
early plonser 4o the valley, Here ocur children grew and went to achool, Life, was goad
with 1f%ttla slokness in our home, Often for months at a time we had no money, but traddd
neighbor with asighbor, until all had snough to ent. My brother, Gecrgs, ocams out %o
vigit with us, and brother Jim, ond while here tocok typhold fever and died,

Hy Father lived a good honorabls 1ife, I oftsn think of hin a8 a nan "whe lived in
a houss by the side of the road and vas a friend o man.” Kever did a person pass his
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hems who was not weloome. Often a tired fresighter found a warm maal of welcome, I
pemember one starmy night%, father golng to the oananl, which was the usual camping grounds
for freighters, and had them oome hoes with hir and have a warm oupper and a dry bed to
slesp in.

FPather wasn't a church going man, and yeot I remanber him alvays making 1t possible
for every one slse to go. He liked to attend Saorsment meiting, but that was about the
only reeting he ever went to. He was very thoughtful and gonsiderats c¢f othere feolings,
He was very honsst in his nature, and in his dealings with Eis fellow man, His religion
was in his home, and his everday life, Thars ure a few inoldents in his 1ife I want %o
nake note of hera,

I remerber when I had pneumonia, and hadn't for scme time been able %o eat. One
morntng Father had gone to the Gurney and cuught a quaill. He hud dressed it and brought
1% to me, eagor to tempt my appetite. 1 ghell naver forgat how hap;y he was when 1
thought I might eat some of 1t, Kothor steved 1t and cocked a fav vegotables around it.
It truly was o treat, end as far baok as I oen renenber, never did enything tacste ao dal-
isious,

One morning after Bud Bell, a son of Elmer and Rachel Bell, had baeon sisk with whoope
ing soughand pneumcnia apnd was very serious at this partioular morning. Mother had gene
te bs with them and we--Father, Edna and I--wers alone and trying to content ourselves
to got some broakfast, ond think all would be well, then I looked a Pather and sav big.
_tears in his syes, and then he said, "Lets kneel down here and, Laura, you pray for Bud,"
%¥ell, I don't remember a thing that happened after that exoept thet Bud got well froam
that minute on, Father was very tender in his feelings and he tought me a lesson in
prayer that moraing. -

¥ong Sing, a Chinaman, who used to work over to Fort Duchesns for the soldiers,
beocame & very good friend of Father's, As Father used ot ge there often and paddle vegs-
tables, poultry, and in feet unything that wus tradsable, I remeaber Wong Sing coming
%o our homs often and giving us gifts, out of respect for my Father, Kot long age, prior
%o the death of Won Sing, 1 went to his store and told him who 1 was, and in mentlioning
that I vas & daughter of John Halr was uble to by merchandise at reduced prices, Father
made friends whers ever he went.

Pather and Hother supported two minsions--iwo in the States and ane in Great Briticn,
e was a rvan who would give and give, sxpesoting nothing in return. He was always happy
%o ses his children advanss, and the sommunity in which he lived,

Fron Vernal they moved to Duchesne, and mads a homs there, He bought the 0ld Fred
Davis stors on the sornsr of Main Street, and started in business, For sevaral yoars
they wers vsry suocessful thers, Then Pather's lag began to bother him. Hs went te
st, uoorgo the wintsr of 1925, for his hsalth, but it was of no avail. His lsg was opsr=
ated on and amputated in the L,D,S, Rospital. Pathep was nsver the sams in heelth and
spirit aftor that, He lived a fov yesars, but hud very poor harlth, He died Kay 21, 13534,
A fov minutes bafore his dsath, his mother and his sisier Isabelle, who hud gone to the
othsr world for sometims sams tu him, and in the presence of these pressnt, he Epoku te
thez and greetsd them, and was happy that they hod cone te take him %o a better land, I
shall naver forgst his noble foce and his shining silver hair, and the robes of whitoness
that surpass earthly goods-—-truly it was suggestive of his ocharacisr and unselfish 1ife,





